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Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI)  

2023 Innovation Fund (IF) competition 
 

It is expected that the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) will officially launch its 2023 
Innovation Fund (IF) competition call in November / December 2021 for application submissions 
in mid-2023. In preparation for this call, Memorial University is seeking Expressions of Interest 
(EOI) proposing research projects that:  

 align with Memorial’s Research Strategy Framework (RSF)  

 are guided by our institutional principles on equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI) (see: 
<https://www.mun.ca/president/planning/edi.php>), as well as by CFI’s EDI statement, 
https://www.innovation.ca/about/overview/our-mandate, in selecting projects and 
assembling research teams,  

 offer the best potential for transformative impact, 

 allow teams to build on established capacity to accelerate current research and technology 
development or to enhance emerging strategic priority areas, and;  

 enable teams to fully exploit research infrastructure and drive world-class research. 
 
For this competition, we anticipate that the CFI will only consider proposals whose total project 
costs are greater than $1M. As in previous competitions, we anticipate that CFI will place an upper 
limit on the total value of funding that eligible institutions may request.  Based on our institutional 
envelope in the concluded 2020 CFI IF competition, we expect an envelope of approximately 
$10M may be allocated to Memorial. Given that CFI will fund a maximum of 40% of total project 
costs, this would allow for a total value of projects at $25M. We further anticipate that, as allowed 
in prior CFI IF competitions, if Memorial supports only one application in the IF competition, we 
will not be limited to our institutional envelope of $10M; however, an ask exceeding $10M will of 
course increase the amount of matching funds the institution would need to secure to achieve an 
award agreement with CFI. Once CFI makes its official CFI 2023 IF call in late 2021, SIRI will 
follow up with further details. 
 
 
DRAFT Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
 
In preparation for the September 20, 2021 EOI deadline as detailed below, potential applicants 
are now being offered an internal review opportunity for their draft CFI IF EOI. This deadline is 
not mandatory, but will allow potential applicants to receive feedback from an internal Advisory 
Committee. The draft EOI must be structured as detailed for the September 20, 2021 deadline. 
Draft EOIs are to be submitted no later than April 5, 2021, 4:00 p.m., and must align with research 
infrastructure priorities identified by academic units in forecasts submitted by Deans. Please note 
that an approval form is required for the Draft EOI submission (i.e., see attached EOI Approval 
Form). 
 
 

https://www.mun.ca/president/planning/edi.php
https://www.innovation.ca/about/overview/our-mandate
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Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
 
All EOIs are to be submitted to Strategic Institutional Research Initiatives (SIRI), siri@mun.ca, no 
later than September 20, 2021, 4:00 p.m., and must align with research infrastructure priorities 
identified by academic units in forecasts submitted by Deans. Please note that any additional 
information provided beyond that requested will not be considered as part of the EOI review. 
EOIs are to be submitted as a single compiled PDF, and must include the following: 
 

 5 page EOI; 

 CV(s), and; 

 a completed EOI Approval Form (i.e., see attached). 
 
EOI 
The EOI is a maximum of 5 pages and is to be subdivided according to the bullets outlined 
below. Margins should be at least ¾” (2 cm) all around, with a 12-point font or larger for the single-
spaced text. Information for all 8 bullets is mandatory, and they are as follows: 
 

 description of the proposed transformative infrastructure project and the underpinning 
cutting-edge, globally competitive research that will be supported by the requested 
infrastructure. Applicants are encouraged to review guidelines from the 2020 CFI IF 
funding opportunity as a guide to the expected objectives of the 2023 funding call, 
https://www.innovation.ca/sites/default/files/Funds/IF/2020innovationfund_call_for_propo
salsv02.pdf,  

 fit with Memorial’s RSF, specifically referencing relevant Strategic Research Themes, 
http://www.mun.ca/research/explore/framework/, 

 list of up to 10 research team members, including the co-Team Leaders, where applicable, 
and their institutional affiliations, 

 consideration of EDI in team member selection, 

 a management plan, 

 anticipated benefits, 

 list of partnering institutions and the CFI IF envelope amount requested from partnering 
CFI-eligible institutions, where applicable, and; 

 the estimated Total Project Cost, including renovation cost estimates, institutional tax rate 
(i.e., 11.65%), and any applicable exchange rates.  Project cost estimates should show a 
breakdown of the CFI request (i.e., not to exceed 40% of total project cost) and potential 
sources of match funding, including confirmation status (i.e., Secured vs. Expected). 
Please note that we do not anticipate the CFI request increasing from the EOI stage to 
the full application submission. 

CV 
A 2-page maximum CV is required for the Memorial-led IF EOI Team Leader(s) only. For multi-
institutional projects where the lead Institution is not Memorial, the CV of the lead Memorial team 
member must be provided. CV margins should be at least ¾” (2 cm) all around, with a 12-point 
font or larger for the single-spaced text. While there are no restrictions on CV format, CVs must 
include a section showing funding secured (i.e., active grants/awards) and applied for by the 
Team Leader / lead Memorial team member. 
 
 

mailto:siri@mun.ca
https://www.innovation.ca/sites/default/files/Funds/IF/2020innovationfund_call_for_proposalsv02.pdf
https://www.innovation.ca/sites/default/files/Funds/IF/2020innovationfund_call_for_proposalsv02.pdf
http://www.mun.ca/research/explore/framework/
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Advisory Committee 
An internal CFI IF Advisory Committee, appointed by the Vice President (Research), will assess 
all EOIs received. Committee decisions will normally be made available within 3-4 weeks of the 
internal deadline and all applicants will be notified in writing of the EOI results. Only those EOIs 
selected will be eligible to apply to the CFI 2023 IF competition. 
 
Provincial Matching Funds 
At present, matching funds from the provincial Department of Industry, Energy and Technology 
(IET) are severely limited. If Memorial is successful in requesting $10M from CFI (i.e., 40% of the 
total project costs), applications will require an additional $15M in match funds (i.e., 60% of the 
total project costs). As significant amounts of match funding will need to be identified from sources 
outside of provincial leverage funding opportunities, applicants must consider a variety of 
matching fund sources in developing their EOIs. 
 
Future CFI IF Opportunities 
CFI is now planning to issue IF Competition Calls every two-three years with the next CFI IF calls 
anticipated in 2024 and 2026, for application submissions in 2025 and 2027, respectively. 
Knowing about these expected future funding opportunities well in advance will help perspective 
applicants effectively plan for a competition date and appropriate proposal development. 
 
CFI 2023 IF Information Session 
If you have any questions about the CFI 2023 IF funding opportunity, please contact SIRI, 
siri@mun.ca. Please note that SIRI is planning to hold an information session in May 2021 
regarding this CFI IF EOI call. 

mailto:siri@mun.ca


CFI IF Expression of Interest (EOI) 
Approval Form 

Program: Canada Foundation for Innovation – 2023 Innovation Fund 

Project Leaders(s) and 
Department/Faculty/School 

Project Title: 

I / We have prepared the attached EOI, and confirm that the appropriate space and utilities 
are available for the requested infrastructure. 

Signature of the applicant Date 

Signature of the applicant Date 

I / We have read and support the CFI IF EOI as submitted, and confirm that the appropriate space and 
utilities are available for the requested infrastructure.

Signature of Department Head Date 

Signature of Dean or designate Date 

Signature of Department Head Date 

Signature of Dean or designate Date 

Updated: March 2021 


	CFI IF EOI Call_Sign Off Form_March 2021.pdf
	CFI IF Expression of Interest (EOI)
	Project Leaders(s) and                                                                        Department/Faculty/School


	Project Leader(s): 
	Department/Faculty/School: 
	Project Title: 
	Date: 
	Signature of Dean/Designate: 
	Signature of Department Head: 
	Signature of Applicant: 


